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EDITORIAL

St. Patrick’s Day Meant To Be Enjoyed

t. Patrick’s Day and Evacua-

tion Day come to South Bos-

ton on the same date each
year. It’s a very special time in a
very special and unique community.
It’s a time to celebrate Irish Pride,
as everyone is Irish at this season of
year, as well as the historical event
that saw brave American patriots
drive an occupying army of British
Red Coats out of our city.

The key word is of course ‘cele-
brate’. The week of March 17th gives
us the opportunity to enjoy all of the
many festivities and events that occur
in South Boston that delight people of

every age group in a wonderful va-
riety of ways. Hopefully we all can
ignore the usual news media encour-
aged political theatre that more often
than not comes with it. It’s a time of
laughter, of joy and a chance to re-
kindle old and long held friendships
that so often survive the test of time.

Whether the threatening blizzard
bearing down on us has caused some
or all events to be rescheduled, or ev-
erything goes off as planned, the spirit
of the season should be embraced and
enjoyed by all. Happy St. Patrick’s
Day Southie. And Happy Evacuation
day too. It’s time to party.

“May luck and joy shine on you today and every day and may you have a Happy St. Patrick’s Day” - Unknown Author

Letter to the Editor

Why | am Supporting Ed Flynn for City Council

lack of turnover says some-
thing about the work ethic
of both departing Councillor
Bill Linehan and long serving
Councilor Jim Kelly.

It was Kelly who set the

are living in an overall society

the years.

Ed Flynn will have that
same type of work ethic. I
know he will because he him-
self is active with the issues
that affect our district both

lies, the financial struggles of
raising a family in a city that
has become so expensive it
has caused many long time
residents to leave. He is a vet-
eran and understand the needs
of medical care and support

I have seen him grow and feel
compassion for others. When
someone is in need of help
Ed Flynn is first one lending
a helping hand. Folks, I ask
that you join me and give Ed
a helping hand. He will be an

early in the morning and late
in the evening. I have known
Ed Flynn for more than 30

years. I watched him give of

where many people are tired of standard as to what was
politics and politicians. I be- expected as he was strong
lieve Boston is unique and our ~ defender of the residents of
district two and he evolved crime watch groups, coach-
with the job as a champion for himself and his own time to ing children, he has been
make the City of Boston better  steadfast friend to Boston’s
older residents. Ed is a proba-

services when transition back  outstanding leader for us be-

home. He has been involved  cause he listens, has compas-
sion and truly cares.

I am voting for Ed Flynn
because I want the best for
our district and I want the
best for Boston. Ed Flynn is
the right choice for us.

Charlie Burke is a lifelong

citizens are active, involved
and informed.

There is an election this fall  the entire district. Kelly was
tireless in his efforts in every  place to live. He has been a
The passing of a torch some neighborhood and attended quiet, but very present leader
would say as the winner of this  both early morning meetings  for the people of district two
election will only be the third  and late night meetings. I

know because I was present in

for District Two City Council.
tion officer and is very much
in tune with the drug issue
plaguing our society.

Folks, I have known Ed
Flynn for more than 30 years.

and the people of Boston.
As a father, he understands
the needs of working fami-

person to hold this seat since Boston resident, a homeown-

being created in 1983. The er, business owner.

many of these meetings over
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The Blggest Increase in Gun
Ownership is among Women

SOUTH BOSTON TODAY

eading in with some numbers
L this week, US Border Patrol

and Homeland Security
confirm that since Donald Trump
has become president the number of
illegal aliens attempting to cross the
border has dropped by 40% and the
number of arrests of those who do
make it across is way up.

To most Americans this is good
news. It means that finally our
borders are becoming more secure
and the more secure our borders
are, the safer our country will be.
But to many liberal politicians and
others who dwell among the more
so called ‘progressive’ share of
the population, this news is just
terrible. Nancy Pelosi and New York
Governor DiBlasio are devastated
by this turn of events. So too are
many Hollywood actors. All of
these people have the same thing in
common. They insist that the laws
of the land be enforced, but only
those laws that they agree with. The
laws that they don’t like, such as
border security and immigration,
are to be ignored. And as far as
building that border wall goes, they
are fiercely opposed to any wall
designed to keep people out. They
make their position on this perfectly
clear from behind the walls and
guarded gates of the mansions that
they themselves live in.

Here are some more numbers for
you this week. Recent surveys and
polls are showing that there is an
increase in the number of American
women of all demographics
and in every part of the country
(legally) buying guns. And it’s
not just a noticeable increase,
it’s a big increase. In fact, the
PEW survey and Professor John
Lott, who is an expert on Second
Amendment Issues, have reported

John Ciccone

that in the year 2000, only 35% of
Americans thought that having a
gun in the home made them safer.
That number has since shot up to
(no pun intended) 63% and the
biggest increase responding in the
affirmative were women. And now,
even 41% of Democrats agree; a
huge jump since 2000.

The political ramifications of this
new trend do not bode well for gun
control advocates going into the
future. Second Amendment rights
are becoming more important to an
increasing number of citizens and it’s
now clear that this was a contributing
factor in the election loss of Hillary
Clinton and a number of other office
seekers nationwide, who made their
anti-Second Amendment stances part
of their campaigns.

So, what are the reasons for
the current trends regarding gun
ownership? The surveys indicate it’s
a mixed bag. Safety and the fear of
crime is one of the driving factors.
With the threat of home grown and
foreign caused terrorism frequently
in the news, the added security that
many feel owning a firearm adds
to that safety is a big incentive.
There is also a major uptick in the
popularity of the ‘shooting sports’.
More gun ranges, quite a few of
them family friendly, are opening
all across the nations. Shooting
skeet and trap is also a pass time
that is gaining enthusiasts. When
you factor that in with growing
numbers of hunters in America, all
these things add up to an increasing
acceptance of what detractors call
this nation’s ‘gun culture’.

This growing interest in gun
ownership among so many more
Americans has also exposed the
ineffectiveness of the massive
and well-funded campaign to

Note: talk back to John Ciccone by email at jciccone@southbostontoday.com

discourage or actually demonize

it. Hundreds of millions of dollars
by billionaires like George Soros,
Michael Bloomberg and others,
along with Hollywood activists
and anti-gun themed public service
announcements constantly being

aired, is falling flat and all but
ignored. More Americans than ever
are making their own decisions on
this issue and if these latest surveys
are right, it a trend that will continue
for a long time to come. The times
certainly are changing.

Let Our Family Help Your Family

THE CASPER

Funeral & Cremations Services

ESTABLISHED IN 1930

Serving Families with Dignity and Respect
through the toughest of times for
over 80 years

Home of Personal Service

Pre-Planning Specialists

Casper’s specializes in

Massachusetts Cremation Services &

Veteran Services

Please visit our website for
information you may find

helpful during a time of need

www.casperfuneralhome.com
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U.S. Representative
Stephen Lynch
Addresses the New
England Council

n March 7, 2017, U.S. Representa-
O tive Stephen Lynch (D-MA) spoke

to members of The New England
Council at a Congressional Roundtable
Breakfast in Boston, MA. The New England
Council--the nation’s oldest regional business
association--regularly hosts members of the
New England Congressional delegation at
roundtable events throughout New England.

At the March 7 event, which was hosted
by American Tower Corporation and Iron
Mountain at the Seaport Hotel, Congressman
Lynch discussed the Trump Administration
policy priorities and the potential impact on
the New England economy with members of
the New England Council.

Congressman Lynch is pictured here (from left
to right) with former Dorchester State Represen-
tative Jim Brett; former South Boston State Sena-
tor Jack Hart, now a Partner at Nelson Mullins;
and Brian Miller, of Morgan Stanley.

D

massport

David W. Davis

Memorial
Internship

College juniors and seniors who reside in the City of
Boston and are interested in applying for the David W.
Davis Memorial Internship must have community service
experience and must submit a 1,000-word essay. To be
considered, all academic and residency criteria must
also be met.

The David W. Davis Memorial Internship is a 13-week
paid public service opportunity at Massport and is
awarded annually to an exceptional junior or senior in
college. Internship applications must be received by
Massport no later than 5:00 p.m. on Friday, April 28,
2017. For more information about the David W. Davis
Memorial Internship including an application checklist
please visit: www.massport.com/internship.

Join Rep. Nick Collins in
supporting
South Boston Youth Hockey

Live music by Curragh’s Fancy
Bruins Game live at 9 PM

Lincoln Tavern

Thursday, March 16th
7- 11 PM

All are invited!
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“The Battle”

The third of a 3-part series on the History of Evacuation Day

xperience has taught us in
EBoston that rain, sleet, snow,

gale force winds and freezing
temperatures that arrive sometimes
in February and March are known as
a “Nor’easter”. Unaccustomed, The
British could only equate this phe-
nomenon to as “Hurrycane”.

The British plan was to cross to
Castle William (Castle Island), as-
semble, and then assault across at
“Dorchester Point”. Instead General
Howe later wrote a “Hurricane” had
forced the cancellation of the assault
‘in the fear they would all be lost” due
to the weather. The same storm that
drove the British indoors was used
by the Americans as a fortuitous op-
portunity to strengthen their defens-
es, so that when the storm abated by
noon on March 6, the British realized
their chance to assault had passed.
Undeterred, a squadron of warships
weighed anchor and with sails full at-
tempted to close on the North Shore
(First Street). The looming Heights of
the “Bush Tree” Hill forced the Brit-
ish to attempt a dangerous maneuver.

Shifting nearly every cannon to one
side of the ship, the British intended this
would allow the few cannons remain-
ing on the other side to gain enough
elevation to strike the American posi-
tion on “Bush Tree”. This rarely used
tactic carried the danger of swamping
or even capsizing the ship. The North
Shore at the time was riddled with
inlets, barely submerged mud flats,

and deepwater channels. This unpre-
dictability, plus the batteries at “Bush
Tree” and “Dorchester Point”, made
the danger of grounding a ship under
American guns too great to allow the
British ships’ cannons to continue fir-
ing and this action was halted.

At “Dorchester Point” the Ameri-
cans were giddy at the British ships
retreat. They began waving flags, ges-
turing, and generally taunting the Brit-
ish Troops at Castle William (Castle
Island). The British at the castle had
fired but found the range prohibitive.
To counter this, the British attempted
a double load of powder. Unfortu-
nately this caused cannon to explode
killing and wounding several British.
That ended the day’s events and on
March 7 an unspoken truce seemed to
be in place and the British began mak-
ing preparations to pack up.

On March 8 the intently watching
Americans were dismayed to observe
and receive reports that the British ef-
forts toward withdrawing had turned
into looting and destruction. It was
then Washington played his final card.
With sunset the Americans, who had
kept their last 10 cannons behind the
base of “Nook Hill” at “C” and 3rd
Street, began the construction of the
final and closest battery. Late into the
night the American troops labored.
Then, perhaps due to overconfidence,
a soldier lit a fire for warmth.

Almost immediately the British
“Green” Battery (at Washington and

L=

The late Brian R. Mahoney left an indelible mark on this
community, especially in his devotion to our traditions,
as both a veteran and civic leader. His chronicling of
our history is immortalized through this newspaper.
South Boston lost one of its favorite sons, suddenly
and sadly just three short months ago. Please enjoy
the third of a three-part series about the history of
Evacuation Day that Brian originally penned in 2011. It
is only fitting that we honor his memory in the lead up
to one of his fondest endeavors - THE PARADE

Berkeley Streets), alerted to their loca-
tion, began a deadly fire. A company
of the 10th Artillery Regiment under
Captain Thomas Pierce continued to
work under this withering fire. This
unfinished position attempted to return
fire. A 17-year-old Private, Stephen
Jennings of Norton, dashed back and
forth bringing powder to the cannons.
It was during one of these runs he was
felled by a bursting shell. Watching this
was 25 yr old Sgt. Obadiah Adams from
Littleton and 33 yr old Surgeon Enoch
Dole from Lancaster. Along with two
other soldiers, they grabbed a litter and
ran to aid Jennings. Sadly, as all four
gathered round his fallen form, yet an-
other British shell exploded, killing all
four of the rescue party. Ironically, the
act of aiding and hovering over Jen-
nings, by the four, shielded him and he
survived with the loss of a hand and eye.
The firing continued all night, ending at
sunrise after over 800 cannon balls had
been fired and the American abandoned
the fortification attempts

This action seems, at least initially,
to have prompted the British to cease
the town’s destruction and continue the
evacuation. Still by the morning of the
14th Washington had tired of the Brit-
ish stalling tactics. He was well aware
more troops had already sailed from
England. In any event, Washington
was spoiling for a fight. “If the enemy
will be kind enough to come out for
a fight, I mean to give them one” he
stated. In full view and in broad day-
light, the very place that the very first
soldiers of this new army, of this new
nation, under this new commanding
General had given the “last full mea-
sure”, he ordered to be fortified.

By late afternoon on March 16th,
this final and most ominous position
was completed. The next day, March
17th, the last British ship cleared Bos-
ton Harbor by noon as American troops
entered the city. These troops discov-

ered the final contempt of the British
who had looted and used churches
and meeting houses cavalry stables.
In fact, in violation of the cease fire,
they set Castle William ablaze as they
left. Washington, expecting English
treachery, placed in command as Of-
ficer of the Day (O.D.) General John
Sullivan of County Wexford and made
the password “St. Patrick”. So in ef-
fect the great British Empire surren-
dered their first American Colony to
an Irish Catholic. This would probably
be comparable to a former plantation
slave owner working and taking orders
under former African slave. “Those
that laugh last, laugh best.”

How did this action, without which,
arguably, the revolution would have
failed, become a footnote in history?
Would the Revolution have survived
without their secure base in Boston?
The British successfully moved in
and occupied New York, New Jersey
and Philadelphia. Over the next year,
the only other American victory was
the Christmas raid at Trenton, so how
did the victory at Boston become so
overlooked?

When the British fleet sailed away
on that St. Patrick’s morning, they left
behind their hatred of the Irish and
Catholics that remains with us in some
form and by some people to this day.
Consider that the battle occurred 240
years ago but for the first 130 years it
was never observed. This is only the
114th observance. The ruling politi-
cal elite were determined to keep the
Irish in their place, but the joining of
St. Patrick’s and Evacuation was seen
by the Irish, as divine intervention.

That and the flood tide of Irish Im-
migration swelled their ranks to po-
litical power. Prior to that, every
undesirable activity was placed in
South Boston by the ruling elite. The
poor house and insane asylum were

Continued on page 6
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MAYOR
WALSH
ANNOUNCES
BODY
CAMERA
PILOT

PROGRAM
EXTENSION

ayor Martin J. Walsh
and Boston Police
Commissioner William

Evans announced an agreement
with the Boston Police Patrolmen’s
Association (BPPA) to extend the
Body Worn Camera Pilot Program
by an additional six months to en-
sure sufficient data is available for
an effective study of the program.
“This extension is a positive

development and I look forward

to continuing to build on the suc-

cess of this pilot program,” Mayor

Walsh said. “We are fortunate to
have one of the best police forces
in the country and our officers
work hand in hand with the com-
munity to make all neighborhoods

safer. I thank Commissioner Evans

and the BPPA for their continued
willingness to work together on
this initiative.”

The extension agreement main-
tains that up to 100 patrol offi-
cers will be equipped with body
cameras in which on-duty police
activity will be conducted. Patrol
officers currently equipped with
body cameras will continue to
participate in the pilot program.
If necessary, replacement officers
will be trained and assigned by
the Boston Police Department.

“I am pleased that the pilot pro-
gram will be continuing through
what tends to be our busiest
months of the year,” Commission-

Elliott Physical Therapy
is a family owned and
operated business. We
provide orthopedic
physical therapy by
licensed, physical
therapists to children,
teens and adults.

Monday - Thursday ® 7am to 8pm ¢ Friday 8am to 5pm ¢ Saturday 8am to 2pm
TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT
PLEASE CALL 617.506.7210

Worried about a nagging
injury come in for a free
injury screen today.

960 Morrissey Boulevard,
Dorchester, MA 02122

plenty of convenient
off street parking!

elliott

PHYSICAL THERAPY

www.elliottphysicaltherapy.com

er Evans said. “Extending through
the summer will give us the op-
portunity to keep the body worn
cameras out in the community and
will provide additional data to as-
sist with the assessment of the pro-
gram. | would like to thank Mayor
Walsh, the union leadership of the
BPPA and the officers who are
participating in this pilot program
for their continued commitment to
exploring this new policing tool.”
Conducting the pilot program
over a full year will allow for ob-
servations to be made in all sea-
sons and various situations. Fur-
ther, the BPD will issue a Request
for Proposals, funded by the City
of Boston, within two weeks to al-
low for independent analysis to be
conducted by an expert in the field

for a more comprehensive review
of the available data, comparisons
of body worn camera technologies
and vendors and best practices for
the BPD.

The Body Worn Camera Pilot
Program was created by viewing
best practices in other municipali-
ties across the country with input
from police departments and of-
ficers, the BPD Social Justice Task
Force, the Harvard Law Criminal
Justice Program and through com-
munity feedback.

The Mayor’s Fiscal Year 2017
budget provided $500,000 to sup-
port the pilot, including project
management service, evaluation,
and potentially, personnel costs.
The pilot is now scheduled to end
on September 11, 2017.

Mahoney
Continued from page 5

placed in South Boston. Except for
the “Twin Hills”, all of our “Heights”
were leveled to fill in the Back Bay. A
45 acre park created for South Boston
residents was first re-claimed by the
Government as a military base and is
now site of the Convention Center.
When the Dorchester Heights Monu-
ment was dedicated in 1902 the guest
speaker referred to the longstand-
ing discrimination toward the Irish
South Boston by noting “The May-
flower and the Shamrock have finally
joined”. Even then St. Patrick could
only be celebrated under the umbrella
of Evacuation Day.

Yet, even today, a simple parade to
honor the military birth of America and

our cultural heritage is constantly un-
der attack, No where else and no other
parade is singled out to be the target of
others’ political agenda. Not a single
court in Massachusetts had the courage
or honesty to give us the right that was
so obvious the U. S. Supreme Court
upheld it unanimously. 9-0!

I have a framed sign in my house.
It was printed AFTER my mother
was born. It reads “No Irish Need
Apply”. As we watch officially sanc-
tioned assaults on our parade and
us continue, it’s obvious that some
things haven’t changed all that much.
Still, here we stand and will always
stand. Celebrate with pride.

Happy Evacuation and St.
Patrick’s Day.

Take care until next week.
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Coffee And
Conversation At
Gate Of Heaven

arishioners and Com-
municants enjoyed a
wonderful ‘Taste of Irish’

breakfast following the 9:00
Mass last Sunday at Gate of
Heaven Church. The lower hall
was the scene where approxi-
mately 70 people came to share
their faith, talk about the neigh-
borhood, compare notes on their
good health and enjoy eggs,
home fries, baked ham, baked
beans, coffee, tea and donuts
courtesy of Nick Collins.

The volunteers, who have
revived this tradition at Gate of
Heaven are Mary Maiullari, Kar-
en Evans and Mary McCarthy
Collins. Father Casey regaled
his flock with the moving Irish
song, the Fields of Athenry. The

B O ST ON
LADDER 19

gathering included a visit from
Nick Collins, Mike Flaherty as
well as Ray and Kathy Flynn
and Ed Flynn and several Flynn
family members.

“It’s our pleasure to be a part of
bringing the community of Gate
of Heaven together like this. We
love this parish with all of our
hearts and want to spread love
and goodness for many years to
come,” stated Mrs. Maiullari.

“Working with Mary and Karen
to reestablish a Gate of Heaven
tradition is so important to the
growth of our parish community”,
added Mrs. McCarthy Collins.

The parish will announce the
next Coffee & Conversation
dates very soon in the parish
bulletin.

=N 700 East 4th Stree’t =
South Bostun Mass

Visit the station or Dﬂ|IﬂE www.BostonLadder1 9 com
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Taste of South Boston Seaport Hotel Sunday April 2

he South Boston Neighbor-
T hood Development Corpo-

ration (South Boston NDC)
will hold its 15th Annual Taste of
South Boston on Sunday April 2,
2017, from 6 - 9 p.m. at the Seaport
Hotel. This event has become one
of the city’s premier food events,
enjoyed by 500 attendees. For an
entrance fee of $70 in advance ($75
at the door), attendees can sample
food and beverage offerings from
30 of South Boston’s top restau-
rants while enjoying live jazz music
and bidding on outstanding silent
auction items and raffles.

This year’s event boasts a large

number of participating restau-
rants, from the traditional South

Boston neighborhood, the South
Boston Waterfront and the Fort
Point areas, including newcom-
ers: Babbo, Blue Dragon, Capo,
and Roza Lyons. Returning again
this year are: American Provisions,
Cranberry Café, Committee, Cop-
persmith, Empire, the Juice Box,
Legal Harborside, Lincoln Tavern
& Restaurant, Loco Taqueria and
Oyster Bar, Lucky’s Lounge, the
Maiden, Miam Miam Macaronerie,
No Name Restaurant, Stephi’s

in Southie, Sweet Tooth Boston,
Tamo Bistro & Bar, Temazcal Can-
tina, Tony C’s and Worden Hall.
Al’s Liquors will be sampling sev-
eral varieties of wine, and Harpoon
Brewery will be pouring samples

of their latest brews.

The Taste of South Boston is
the annual fundraiser for South
Boston Neighborhood Develop-
ment Corporation (South Boston
NDC). South Boston NDC is a
recognized 501c(3) non-profit
organization that has success-
fully developed over 200 units of
affordable housing in the commu-
nity. In 2016, SBNDC completed
Patriot Homes, 24 affordable
apartments for Veterans. In 2017,
we will begin construction on 206
West Broadway, 16 affordable
apartments of workforce hous-
ing. Proceeds from the evening’s
event support the South Boston
NDC’s mission to provide afford-

able housing for working people,
families, elderly and veterans in
the community. South Boston
NDC also provides support to the
South Boston Street Festival and
Christmas Stroll, Southie Trees
and the South Boston Farmers’
Market. Your support will help us
to continue to provide affordable
housing and economic opportuni-
ties in the neighborhood.

Tickets can be purchased online
at: www.tasteofsouthboston.com
or at the office of South Boston
Neighborhood Development Corpo-
ration, 365 West Broadway, South
Boston. For general inquiries, email
us at: info@tasteofsouthboston.com
or call 617-268-9610.

380 DORCHESTER AV

617-752-4771

OFFICIAL T-SHIRT SHOP
FOR THE ST.PATRICK'S DAY PARADE

457 WEST BROADWAY
LOCATION WILL BE DPEN

11-5P MAR.3-18

FULLY STOCKED ST.PATRICK'S DAY SHIRTS AND MORE

THESPOTCLOTHING.COM

SOUTHIESHIRTS.COM

Closed on Parade Day

Corned Beef

Dinner & Sandwiches

- SATURDAY
8PM to
'— Midnight
-- Kenny
— Morrell

Kitchen Open 1lam til 4pm Mon-Thu, Fri til 10pm, Sat & Sun til 6pm
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Recent South Boston Real Estate Sales

Property/Type Price Sale Date Rooms Baths SqFt

118 West Third Street $900,000 2/15/17 5 2.5 1610
Single Family

5083 East First St UNIT 9 $840,000 2/15/17 4 2 1324
Condo

33 Middle St UNIT 2 $815,000 2/14/17 7 2.5 1850
Condo

266-268 Athens Street $800,000 2/10/17 7 2 1382
Condo

616 East Fourth St UNIT 306 $769,000 2/1/17 4 2 987
Condo

275 Old Colony UNIT 7 $715,000 2/1/17 4 2 1031
Condo

309 Bolton Street $710,000 2/6/17 6 1.5 1890
Single Family

9 West Broadway UNIT 208 $594,000 2/2/17 2 1 896
Condo

505 East Third St UNIT 1 $590,000 1/31/17 3 2 837
Condo

10 National Street $565,000 2/1/17 6 2 1508

Condo

601 East Broadway UNIT 1 $549,000 2/2/17
Commercial Space
303 Silver Street $510,000 1/31/17 6 2 1846
Single Family

27 Story St UNIT 2 $510,000 2/13/17 5 1 863
Condo

522 East Third St UNIT 3 $421,000 2/13/17 3 1 438

Condo

YWY . McmMproperties.com

Mepresenting Buyers and Sellers for 30 Years

917 East Broadway, South Boston

/‘\/7/

EZ/Z@ Quality Heating Oil &
Expert Heating Services

&T OIL COMPANY, INC. SINCE 192!

Customer service is our business

- Heating Oil Discounts foa
- Automatic Delivery

- Budget Payment Plans

- Complete Heating Service

641 East Broadway, South Boston, MA 02127 « 617-268-4662
www.metroenergyboston.com

Boston Water and Sewer Commission

IN YOUR
NEIGHBORHOOD

South Boston APAC - 424 West Broadway
Wednesdays, 10 AM -12 PM, March 29 and April 26

COme meet with Boston Water and Sewer Commission staff
and learn why it’s important not to flush wipes.

You can also pay your water bill with a check
or money order, talk about billing or service
problems, and more.

1— It's atoilet,
not a trash can.

i
[LWE ARE ALL CONNECTED

Let’s Protect Boston’s Waterways

FOR INFORMATION

Never flush wipes.

: Only flush toilet paper.

@ www.bwsc.org (@ 617-989-7000
980 Harrison Avenue - Boston, MA 02119

By -»© @ O
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Senior Salute Perfétet Again

or as long as it’s been going end, hundreds of senior citizens, tuous traditional Corned Beef and
F on, the Annual Senior Salute ~ many of them decked out in their Cabbage meal fit for royalty; fol-
has never failed to be a big finest party clothes, turned out to lowed by fine desserts and bever-
hit and in 2017, the Thomas and yet another great event that was fun  ages that topped off the meal portion
Edward Butler St. Patrick’s Senior from start to finish. of the gathering perfectly. There was

Salute was no exception. Last week- The crowd was treated to a sump-  live music and singing and laughter

SOUTH BOSTON TODAY - By Staff

and smiles all around. Irish Step
Dancers thrilled all in attendance
and their energy had everyone ap-
plauding each dance they performed.
In attendance were local elected
officials including Mayor Marty
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City Councilor Mike Flaherty, Sena-
tor Linda Dorcena Forry, State Rep
Nick Collin and recently elected
Register of Deeds Stephen Murphy.
Boston Police Commissioner Wil-
liam Evans also showed up to join in
the celebration. The Mayor’s Office
of Elder Affairs was also well repre-
sented at the event.

There were many giveaways present-
ed to the party goers, such as shamrock
plants and gift certificates and more.
This year’s Senior Salute had a tradi-
tion to uphold and that was to be 100%
upbeat and festive and it certainly was.
Well done to all involved in putting on
such a fine banquet for so many of our
most cherished citizens.
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@" Remembering Peg Flaherty
on St. Patrick’s Day

From the Heart - SBT Staff

he days that surround the
I St. Patrick’s Day holiday in

South Boston are filled with
long held and cherished traditions.
And a very important part of those
traditions are certain people - special
people - who through their work
on behalf of others, the spirit and en-
thusiasm they bring to the celebra-
tion and the sheer power of person-
ality, have a positive and lasting
impact on everyone and everything
involved. Peg Flaherty was as much
a part of the St. Patrick’s Day tradi-
tion as shamrocks and the patron
Saint himself. This will be the first
year without her walking among us
and she is missed by all. Her pass-
ing leaves a void in the celebrations
especially during the season that she
loved so much.

St. Patrick’s Day and all that
comes with it was Peg Flaherty’s
Super Bowl. It was her favorite
time. Year after year she would at-
tend every event, the athletic compe-
titions, the breakfasts, the banquets
and, of course, the parade. She
would be there to meet and greet all
in attendance and her larger than life
presence alone would make every
gathering memorable and enjoy-

able. Where ever and whenever she
appeared, she would be met with
warm, happy and welcoming smiles
and she responded with the same.

Her large and loving family, of
course, misses her dearly, as does
the entire neighborhood. But the
great memories they have of her
will live on forever. John Flaherty,
Peg’s son said this about his Mother
— “We miss Mom every day, but her
absence will be especially difficult
during this; her favorite time of
year; our first without her. This was
Mom’s High Holiday”.

Because of the wonderful person
she was, Peg Flaherty’s memory
will live on forever. And they are
wonderful memories to be sure.
The enthusiasm she had for life in
general and especially for the St.
Patrick’s Day celebrations provide
the incentive for the rest of us to
enjoy it too. There can be no doubt
that Peg is looking down and smil-
ing upon South Boston and still
enjoying this special time. And her
memory should give us even more
reason to celebrate. Because if her
family, her friends and her neigh-
bors are happy, so too is she. We
miss you Peg. God Bless.

Fllmkmt .'irs an West Arogd wr'rdii"\E‘ Stodian to Eost Broodwoy RL, ¢ onto P Sireel "M-'I
Stroet, Left Turm onto K Séreet, Right onto East Sirth Street. Arpund Thomas Park

Dovehester Street and End at Ol { |'.'."||'-.r.4ﬂ ----- £

o Eadd Fowth
onta Telegroph Ste it vl
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Wishing our friends
and neighbors
a successful
Evacuation Day
Commemoration.

massport

massport.com
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Bostons First Evacuation Day

On March 17, 1776 British troops evacuated

the town of Boston, under threat from cannons on
Dorchester Hetghts. It was General George Washington o

furot victory n the war for American independence.

George Washington in Massachusetts

The Revolutionary War started with the
Battles of Lexington and Concord in
April 1775. In Philadelphia, the Second
Continental Congress met in a crisis
atmosphere. Delegates selected Virginia’s
George Washington to lead an American
army and force the British from Boston.

George Washington by Charles Willson Peale
This 1772 portract shows Washington as a young
man— as he may have appeared during his time in
Mavsachusetts. He wears the uniform of a Virginia
militia colonel. Courtesy of Washington and
Lee University

Bill from a Springfield Tavern Keeper

Boston was a long way from Philadelphia. Along the
route Washington stopped at Springfield, Massachusetts.
Hv tavern bill remains in the Maswsachusetts Archives.
“6 bottles of Madeira wine, 5 dozen lemony, 7 quarts of
brandy.” Massachusetts Archives

A View of Part of the Town of Boston in
New England and British Ships of War
Landing their Troops! 1768

Paul Revere depicted the landing of British
troops to quell disorders in Boston. General
Wadshington would force them out in 1776.
Massachusetts Archives

Commonwealth Museum

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
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GOVERNOR CHARLIE BAKER
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HAPPY ST.
PATRICK'S DAY

Charlie Karyn

%¢ BAKER=POLITO

Paid for by the Baker Committee

May luck be our companion
May friends stand by our side
May history remind us all

Of Ireland's faith and pride

May God bless all with happiness
May love and faith abide.

Happy St. Patrick Day!

CONGRESSMAN & MRS

STEPHEN F. LYNCH

| Paid for by Lynch for Congress Committee. Brian Miller, Treasurer |

> MARTIN J. WALSH 4

BOSTON,

MASSACHUSETTS
May the luck of the Irish be with
you all throughout the year.

Happy St. Patrick's Day,
Mayor Martin J. Walsh

Paid for and Authorized by the Committee to Elect Martin J. Walsh.

DebGoldberg

STATE TREASURER

Wishing You a
Happy St PatricR’s Day
from my family to yours!

-Deb Goldberg

State Treasurer

Paid for by the Deb Goldberg Committee
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Seizing the High Ground

Washington quickly saw the advantages

of fortifying Dorchester Heights (in present day South
Boston.) Cannons mounted there could “annoy the town”
tn the words of Britwh General Gage. They could also
threaten the Britwh fleet at close range.

General Washington dispatched 25 year-old Henry Knox to retrieve
British cannons captured by Ethan Allen at Fort '
Ticonderoga in New York. In an epic journey

Knox used oxen and horses to drag the cannons
300 miles over snow and ice to Washington’s
headquarters in Cambridge. Knox's “noble train
of artillery” arrived in January 1776.

The Noble Train of Artillery
by Tom Lovell — Reproduced with kind
permission of the Dixon Ticonderoga

Company. All Rights Reserved.

Henry Knox by Gilbert Stuart

Genial and portly (his weight sometimes exceeded 500
pounds) Henry Knox was a Boston bookoeller. He
ordered artillery manuals from London, read them
eagerly, and lost bwo fingers experimenting with cannono.
Deposited by the City of Boston, 1876

Courtesy of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston

Waoshington's Orderds for Dorchester Heights
March 1, 1776
In this historic document, General Washington orders
mditia units from surrounding towns ko move up and support
the taking of Dorchester Hetghts. Massachusetts Archives




March 16, 2017 SOUTHBOSTONTODAY - www.southbostontoday.com % k 17

HAVE A HAPPY
Happy St. Patrick’s Day ST. PATRICK’S DAY

May your blessings outnumber the
shamrocks that grow,
and may trouble avoid you

: e : wherever you go.
Senator Linda Dorcena i'm'r}? . y ) & ‘

-Irish Blessing

humor, Lord, the saving
grace to see a joke, towin
some happiness from life,
and pass it on to
other folks.”

o s Blesing Nick CoOLLINS

STATE REPRESENTATIVE
www.votenickcollins.com

“Grant me a sense of ’I

ﬁHappy St. Patrick's Day*

From Our Family To Yours!

City Council President M h ﬂ F h ‘
Michelle Wu, Conor and Blaise 1CI ae @ Cf t y
BOSTON CITY COUNCILOR AT-LARGE
PAID FOR BY THE WU COMMITTEE Paid for by The FIaherty Committee
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“St. Patrick” was the Password

On the night of March 4-5, 1776, 5,000 soldiers
constructed forts on Dorchester Hetghts. Britih officers
were astontshed the next morning. An admiral warned
that bt ships “could not possibly remain in the harbor
under the fure of the batteries from Dorchester Neck.”

Evacuation

British General William Howe believed that honor demanded an attack on
the rebel forts. Embarking by boat, his soldiers were blown off course by a
violent storm. Realizing that the forts would grow stronger each day Howe
ordered preparations for the evacuation of Boston.

For days an east wind
and heavy rain pinned
the British fleet in

the harbor. Finally

on March 17, 1776

— Saint Patrick’s
Day — the fleet
sailed. Washington
selected the phrase
“Saint Patrick” as the
password that day.

TN MyWE AVACQATIHG RédTe

General Howe Evacuating Boston
Courtesy of the Bostonian Society

Washington on Dorchester Heights
by Gilbert Stuart

This famous portrail was painted after
Wadhingtony death. It shows Washington
_ as Stuart remembered bim, a much older |
II‘ i ".I'r—"" S el man than during the siege of Boston. Art 8
A "‘f_‘_‘_“_'_ ¥ _—:- critics are divided on the merits of the horse. |8

e i Deposited by the City of Boston, 1876 4
Courtesy of the Museum of

Fine Arts, Boston
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Commonwealth Museum
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth

The pasoword “St. Patrick” appears in
George Wadshingtoni papers for March 17, 1776.
Library of Congress
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Captain
And Crew
Of USNS
Comfort
And USS
San Jacinto
Recognized

everal Massachusetts-native
S members of the crew of U.S.

Navy hospital ship USNS
Comfort will be participating in
South Boston’s Evacuation and St.
Patrick’s Day events March 17th
and 19th. The 894-foot hospital ship
—nearly the length of three football
fields — is at Boston Ship Repair for
routine maintenance.

SBCA President Thomas McGrath
stated” It is an honor to host and rec-
ognize these men and women who
are stationed right here in our own

‘ Thank you for your

support over the last
ten years as [ will not

be seeking re-election

in November. Wishing
you a Safe & Happy
St. Patrick’s Day from

my family to yours! ,

BILL LINEHAN j,:

Boston City Council -

back yard and give them Thousand
welcomes from South Boston.”

Captain Lanny Boswell is cur-
rently serving as the Commanding
Officer of the United

States Naval Hospital ship, USNS
COMFORT.

Also being recognized is the
San Jancinto, captained by Dennis
Velez, USN

The name San Jacinto honors the
April 21, 1836, battle by the San
Jacinto River in Texas, where Gen-
eral Sam Houston and his greatly
outnumbered Texas soldiers won
independence for the Republic of
Texas, decisively defeating General
Santa Anna and his Mexican Army.

Happy

Day

and bless you evermore!

:

May God bless us with happiness
on this very special day.

Erin Go Bragh!

Michael J. Donovan
Clerk Magistrate

Suffolk Superior Civil Court

Your friend and neighbor
Jim Brett

Saint Patrick’s

May joy and peace surround you,
Contentment latch your door,
and happiness be with you now




SOUTHBOSTONTODAY - www.southbostontoday.com March 16, 2017

Heresa @
[-it.t.[e. bit

of
Ire[mflb

Prints
available

ALSO

Watercolor
Classes

Watercolor
Portraits

photos:

Children
Adults
Homes
Boats

The Celtic Tiger Pets Galway Hooker

Watercolors by @
Dan MecCole

Studio: In the Loft at the 'Distillery’ 516 East Second Street, South Boston
617 464-4237 www.danmccole.com

Happy Evacuation Day
St. Patrick’s Day

=

A

From the Mothers, Children and Staff
at Julie’s Family Learning Program.

Family
F L?:I(Illrnlng
u e S Program

www.juliesfamily.org

617-288-20002e wwl':w.b*“

e WA th.org~

180 Mount Vernon Street, Dorchester, MA 02125
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First St. Patrick’s Day
Parade Held In 1737

he first meeting of
Irishmen on American
soil to honor St. Pat-

rick took place in Boston on
March 17th, 1737. The first St.
Patrick’s Day parade was held
in New York in 1762. Curi-
ously enough, before march-
ing caught on, St. Patrick’s
Day was celebrated with huge
breakfasts, held around 2pm
held in local taverns.

Some of these breakfasts
were private affairs...oth-
ers were hosted by the newly
formed Irish Friendly Societ-
ies. Often, forty of fifty toasts
were made in one sitting!

A report in the American
newspaper ‘The Gazette’ in
1766 states: “St. Patrick’s Day
was ushered in with fife and

drum. This produced a very
agreeable harmony before the
doors of many gentlemen of
the Irish nation.”

The general tradition of
organizing St. Patrick’s Day
parades originated in the
nineteenth century. After New
York, Boston had its first
parade in 1812.And by the late
1860’s, over a dozen American
cities had large St. Patrick’s
Day parades. Just 10 years
later, the Irish were the major-
ity in population in New York.
Not surprisingly, its largely
due to the American example
that St. Patrick’s Day is cel-
ebrated throughout the world —
even in places where the Irish
connection is slight, like New
Orleans and Puerto Rico.

Sldinte!

Happy St. Patrick’s Day

to our friends and neighbors,
from the MCCA.

DAVID M. GIBBONS
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

MASSACHUSETTS
CONVENTION CENTER
AUTHORITY

L 4 @MassConvention

f /MassConvention

massconvention.com
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A Sense of Place
Continued from front page

ple, from so many ethnic cultures,
from different generations, from dif-
ferent economic backgrounds, from
different sexual orientation, from
so many religions, and with vary-
ing talents, opinion and capabilities,
flock here? If so, then why do we
need a selfish, dogmatic, intolerant,
divisive and exploitative organiza-
tion like Mass Equality to tell us
there is something wrong with us?
Moving on to the real point of this
commentary, the attraction of South
Boston is as puzzling, as it is obvi-
ous. Long a place where blue collar
Irish, Italians, Lithuanians, Alba-
nians and others worked the Com-
mercial Waterfront, the Fish Pier, the
Edison Plant, the Transit Authority,
Construction Trades, the Police and
Fire Departments, its proximity to
downtown Boston, its accessible
beach front, and the oases known as
the Harbor Islands were taken for
granted. Its reputation as depicted in
Hollywood movies is as mythical, as
it is deserved. Legendary characters

and their stories are embellished, as
much by ill-informed newcomers, as
by those who actually knew them.

As a necessary backdrop to the
point of this, the impact of forced
busing in the 70s is as real, as it is
ancient history. Its storyline and
imagery continues to be referenced
whenever the daily press is looking
to sell newspapers. You see, South
Boston is a victim of its own strong
sense of place. Its success as a com-
munity has become a double-edged
dilemma for the families who fought
hard to preserve the neighborhood
and its way of life. Back then,
they fought the law not because
they were bigots, but because they
wanted to send their children to a
school near their home, where they
knew they’d be safe. This adage is
as poignant as it is complex — the
more things change, the more they
remain the same.

Fast forward 40 years and the peo-
ple who are now moving into South
Boston and other neighborhoods
around the City want the very same
Continued on page 23

Tom Butler, John Ciccone, Ken Sinkiewicz, Gerry Vierbickas, Mike
Linehan, Peggy Davis Mullen, Chris Stevens and Bernie O’Donnell

L-R; Michael Bartosiak, Tommy Butler, Congressman Joseph P. Moakley and Bob Johnson

Céad Mile Failte
Happy Saint Patricks Day

Castle Island Associatione
C.1.A.

Dr. Michael E Arcieri
and Staff

Wish All of

Our Friends and
Neighbors a

happy saint patrick’s oay

Michael E Arcieri, D.M.D

590 East Broadway, South Boston
Massachusetts 02127

617-268-1015

Mike Kelle

City Council Candidate, District 2

Paid for by the Commuittee o Elect Mike Kelley
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L-R; Bernie O’Donnell, South Boston Veteran, Eleanor Huluck, Mayor Raymond
Flynn, Cathy Flynn, Tommy Lyons, Gene Vaillancourt, John (Wacko) Hurley

A Sense of Place
Continued from page 22

thing, a school close to home where
their child is safe and they have an op-
portunity to be involved — the essence
of quality education. It is in some

way a vindication, but those insatiable

critics, who maligned the good people
here for defending themselves back
then and who are the very ones who
are cashing in on what was preserved,
will never admit it. It would make for
classic satire, if it weren’t true.
Apparently, the plundering of

Dave LaRose, Dell O’Flaherty, Lord Mayor of Galway — Bridie O’Flaherty, Miss
South Boston, Leo Flanagan, Tommy Butler and Bernie O’Donnell

South Boston is not complete. It is
not enough that South Boston is no
longer affordable to the sons and
daughters of those blue collar fisher-
men, dockworkers, telephone line-
men, tradesmen, cops and firefight-
ers. Instead, in the name of the next
issue for political activism, they have
found a new emotional wedge to con-
tinue their assault on the community.
To be charitable, those, who join the
chorus of demagogues in portraying
the defenders of this community as
unenlightened, may actually believe
they are promoting a noble cause.
However, they mistake a passion-

ate defense of principle for narrow-
minded intolerance, disrespect, and
in some cases, bigotry.

What those who challenge this
community must acknowledge
above all else is that a strong ‘sense
of place’ is the foundation of a
neighborhood upon which values
and traditions flourish and cause
growth and change to happen at a
pace that is agreeable to everyone
who make up the fabric of this com-
munity. The test of a neighborhood
is measured by how it treats its own.
Visitors are always welcome, espe-
cially on Saint Patrick’s Day.

Marian Manor

Where care means caring

Happy Saint Patrick’s Day

from the Sisters, Residents and Staff
of Marian Manor

Long & Short Term Rehabilitation Services, Knee & Hip
Replacement Therapy, Skilled Nursing Care, Pain
Management, PICC & Central Line Therapy, Respite Care,

Palliative Care.

Retirement Living, In House
Clinics for Dental and Eye Care,
Experienced & Compassionate

Caregivers

Courtesy Valet Parking for Residents Visitors, Daily 3:30-7:30pm
Sponsored by the Carmelite Sisters - On Site Chapel With Daily Mass
130 Dorchester Street

South Boston, MA 02127
Tel: 617-268-3333 Fax: 617-268-4589 www.MarianManor.org

From Our Family To Yours

Happy St. Patiick's Day!

Kristen, Stephen, Caroline
and Ed Flynn

Paid for and authorized by the
Friends of Ed Flynn Committee




GOURMET
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COFFEE

HAVE A SAFE AND

HAPPY SAINT
PATRICK’S DAY FROM
ALL THE STAFF AT
P.S. GOURMET
(000)3 333
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SOUTHIE IS MY HOME TOWN
I WAS BORN DOWN ON A STREET,
RAISED UP ON B STREET

SOUTHIE IS MY HOME TOWN.
THERE’S SOMETHING ABOUT IT

PERMIT ME TO SHOUT IT, WE’RE
THE TOPS FROM MILES AROUND

WE HAVE DOCTORS & TRAPPERS,
PREACHERS & FLAPPERS

MEN FROM THE OLD COUNTY DOWN

SAY THEY’LL TAKE YOU & BREAK
YOU BUT NEVER FORSAKE YOU

SOUTHIE IS MY HOME TOWN

o € %

I HAD AN ARGUMENT THE OTHER
DAY WITH A GUY FROM OSCALOO

HE WAS BRAGGIN BOUT HIS OLD HOME
TOWN SAYS I TO HIM WHAT TO DO

I GOT HOT RIGHT UNDER THE COLLAR
TO THAT SCHOLAR 1 DID HOLLAR

I WAS BORN DOWN ON A STREET,
RAISED UP ON B STREET

SOUTHIE IS MY HOME TOWN.
THERE’S SOMETHING ABOUT IT

PERMIT ME TO SHOUT IT,
WE’RE THE TOPS FROM MILES AROUND

WE HAVE DOCTORS & TRAPPERS,
PREACHERS & FLAPPERS

MEN FROM THE OLD COUNTY DOWN

SAY THEY’LL TAKE YOU & BREAK
YOU BUT NEVER FORSAKE YOU

SOUTHIE IS MY HOME TOWN
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